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Abstract

Content-based image retrieval (CBIR) is an
interesting topic for many researchers. Color
histogram is an important feature for indexing and
retrieving in image database. However, the main
problem with color histogram indexing is that it does
not take account of the color spatial distribution.
Previous researches have proved that the effectiveness
of image retrieval increases when spatial feature of
colors is included in image retrieval.

There are more and more digitized Chinese
Painting images for accessing on the Internet. Using
the traditional search engine, query by keywords, is
hard to find the required image. Because of the
characteristics of an image is hard to describe by text.
In this paper, we propose a CBIR technique for

Chinese paintings image. In the experimental database,

more 600 digital Chinese paintings are created, and
they are classified into 6 types. The spatial color
distribution of Chinese paintings is extracted as the
image’s feature. The experimental results show that
the proposed method has improved the performance.

Keywords: Digital library, image retrieval, color
histogram.
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2.1 Annular color histogram
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